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About two centuries after this, it was visited
by St. Jerome, who speaks of it under its original
nameof Japho, which it still retained with very
little corruption, when it was held by the Sara-
cens, into whose hands it had fallen during the
Syrian war, '                                        .
It was necessarily a contested point with the
crusaders, as the port of debarkation for Jerusa-
lem, and it therefore figures in all the naval opera-
tions of their wars. * The Rabbi Benjamin, who
has been so often accused of-magnifying "the
numbers of the Jews in all parts'of'-'the world,
with a view to enhance the importance of his
own nation, found here, about this period, only
one solitary individual, who was a dyer of linen t;
seemingly the most common occupation of the
labouring Jews in those days, as that of money-
changing is at present.
It was among the number of the early con-
quests made by the renowned Salah-el-din, who
came from his native mountains of Koordistaun
to avenge the insults offered by a Frank $ to the
name of Ms prophet, and to the cities which had
* See the details in Hakluyt's Collection,
f Quiaqiae ab hinc leucis est Gapha, olim   Japho,  aliis
Joppa dicta ad mare situ; ubi unus tantum  Judyeus,  Isque
lanse,   iofieiendee artifes est.     From Chateaubriand,   vol. L
p.372.
^ Reginald de Chutillon.
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